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Antisemitism in ¥ innipeg - Introduction

Winnipeg Jewry « ver the past 40 years or more, has generafly enjoyed both the physical and
psychological sent ity that comes with a sense of belonging to a free and democratic society. We
have always exp fienced incidents of an offshoot of what we call “classical anlisemitism™
(defacing buiding s with antisemitic symbols and slogans, individuals being referred to in
derogatory, stereo ypical terms, Holocaust denial, efc.). However, they have been part and parcel
of life and we harz normally attributed them to the fringes of society.

Mevertheless, dir ig the past decade or so, we have experienced increasing and evermore
audacious forms f antisemitism. Indeed, with the advent of high speed communications, the
accessibility of va ous media and the concomitant flaring up of the Arab-lsrael conflt since the
beginning of the 1 ew millennium, there has been an upsurge in antisemitism in Wirnipeg. The
following is a brizf sampling of antisemitic acts of varying types, most recent first, wnich we would
like to bring to tha sttention of the Canadian Parliamentary Coalition to Combat Antisern lism.

New Manifestations of Classical Antisemitism

Tuesday, Augu:;t 18, 2009

International: N1  Blood Libel:

The Swedish new: saper “Aftonbladet” accused Israeli IDF soldiers of plundering Palestinian
bodies and sellirg heir organs in an article enfitled: "They plunder the organs of our sors." The
Swedish paper Fa been using "freedom of the press” and freedom from interference ir s
defense. The editc - accuset detractors of hiding behind claims of antisemitism to avoid the subject
raised in the article . Israel condemned the report as blood libel, (Ibrahim Ghanem, a relztive of
Bilal, the Palestini: n whose organs were supposedly harvested, said that the family never told the
Swedish photogra her that Israel had stolen organs from the dead man's body. On Aug.st 24 the
article's author, [ 1ald Bostrom, said he couldn't venify the truth of the accounts but he 121t they
were worth invesiti ating.)

Fallout: Proliferaric 1 of articles on hate sites —
= - ample:  Stormfront  (white  supremacist, David Dukes wabsite):
n iw.stormfront.orgiforumishowthread. php?t=631528 ;
and in s0- alled media watches
= Zample IMEMC  (International  Middle  East  Media  cenfre}
11 pofimeme.org/article/61418,
and in the “blogosphere”.
There will now b a proliferation in all traditional antisemitic and anti-lsrael siles, bogs etc. in
Canada and atread. In fact, on August 21% in the Canadian Press Wire Service we read:
STOCKHOLM - ! weden's Foreign Minister Carl Bildt has rejected Israeli calls foi an official
condemnation ¢f a Swedish newspaper arficle about organ harvesting. saying "eedom of
expression is a co nerstone of democracy. (The Canadian Press - Broadcast News, Fritlay Aug 21
2009, Section: t3¢ veral and National News). This will now grow, We are anticipati-g fallout in
Winnipeg.

"Classical Antisemits 10 sees Jews ["Chrisl-kilers”] as evil and embodying traits of evil and its manifzstations, This
form of antisemtisim as evolved from religious (false accusations of deicide), to poliical and economic | world
dominance conspirec) avaricious stereatypes like Shylock | to racial (Nazism). It has manifested itself in blood libels,
expulsions, econom o nd social isolation. This form of antisernitism is usually manifested in neo-Nazi, roat wing white
supremacist groups 21 1 their followers, il-nformed and bigoted members of society.






