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Antisemitism in ¥ innipeg - Introduction

Winnipeg Jewry « ver the past 40 years or more, has generafly enjoyed both the physical and
psychological sent ity that comes with a sense of belonging to a free and democratic society. We
have always exp fienced incidents of an offshoot of what we call “classical anlisemitism™
(defacing buiding s with antisemitic symbols and slogans, individuals being referred to in
derogatory, stereo ypical terms, Holocaust denial, efc.). However, they have been part and parcel
of life and we harz normally attributed them to the fringes of society.

Mevertheless, dir ig the past decade or so, we have experienced increasing and evermore
audacious forms f antisemitism. Indeed, with the advent of high speed communications, the
accessibility of va ous media and the concomitant flaring up of the Arab-lsrael conflt since the
beginning of the 1 ew millennium, there has been an upsurge in antisemitism in Wirnipeg. The
following is a brizf sampling of antisemitic acts of varying types, most recent first, wnich we would
like to bring to tha sttention of the Canadian Parliamentary Coalition to Combat Antisern lism.

New Manifestations of Classical Antisemitism

Tuesday, Augu:;t 18, 2009

International: N1  Blood Libel:

The Swedish new: saper “Aftonbladet” accused Israeli IDF soldiers of plundering Palestinian
bodies and sellirg heir organs in an article enfitled: "They plunder the organs of our sors." The
Swedish paper Fa been using "freedom of the press” and freedom from interference ir s
defense. The editc - accuset detractors of hiding behind claims of antisemitism to avoid the subject
raised in the article . Israel condemned the report as blood libel, (Ibrahim Ghanem, a relztive of
Bilal, the Palestini: n whose organs were supposedly harvested, said that the family never told the
Swedish photogra her that Israel had stolen organs from the dead man's body. On Aug.st 24 the
article's author, [ 1ald Bostrom, said he couldn't venify the truth of the accounts but he 121t they
were worth invesiti ating.)

Fallout: Proliferaric 1 of articles on hate sites —
= - ample:  Stormfront  (white  supremacist, David Dukes wabsite):
n iw.stormfront.orgiforumishowthread. php?t=631528 ;
and in s0- alled media watches
= Zample IMEMC  (International  Middle  East  Media  cenfre}
11 pofimeme.org/article/61418,
and in the “blogosphere”.
There will now b a proliferation in all traditional antisemitic and anti-lsrael siles, bogs etc. in
Canada and atread. In fact, on August 21% in the Canadian Press Wire Service we read:
STOCKHOLM - ! weden's Foreign Minister Carl Bildt has rejected Israeli calls foi an official
condemnation ¢f a Swedish newspaper arficle about organ harvesting. saying "eedom of
expression is a co nerstone of democracy. (The Canadian Press - Broadcast News, Fritlay Aug 21
2009, Section: t3¢ veral and National News). This will now grow, We are anticipati-g fallout in
Winnipeg.

"Classical Antisemits 10 sees Jews ["Chrisl-kilers”] as evil and embodying traits of evil and its manifzstations, This
form of antisemtisim as evolved from religious (false accusations of deicide), to poliical and economic | world
dominance conspirec) avaricious stereatypes like Shylock | to racial (Nazism). It has manifested itself in blood libels,
expulsions, econom o nd social isolation. This form of antisernitism is usually manifested in neo-Nazi, roat wing white
supremacist groups 21 1 their followers, il-nformed and bigoted members of society.



July 13, 2009
Local: Swastikas. ind “Zig Heil” on “teddy bear” gift to Asper Jewish Community Campus,

A teddy bear wear 7g a kippah (skull cap) and tallit {prayer shawl) was left at the door <[ the Asper
Jewish Commun tv Campus in Winnipeg on the night of Saturday-Sunday, July 13, 2009, It came
in a gift box with tr = words “Zig Heil" reminiscent of the Nazi salute and the teddy bear's tags were
covered in Swaslik 3. (See photo #1, p.10 and photo #2.p. 11)

[Winnipeg Polce  2rvice Incident Report #R09-42983 )

October, 2007
Proliferation of |- te Material on Web Reaches Winnipeg Inboxes:
Received by Rab | Lawrence Pinsker of the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, 561 Welington Cr.
Winnipeg, The For h Way by Robert Antonellis was sent with the following downloads:
= "Socret Jewish War Against Humanity Uncovered”
= .le vish plot brought down the Hindenburg
= |z vish fingerprints found on Lockerbie
= .Je vish Third Way killers brought down the World Trade Center
'tz Lindbergh Baby was murdered by those protecting FDR (a Jew) from a
|- sidential bid against "Lucky Lindy", by stealing all of his luck away.
"t = AlDS pandemic was man made!
= it adlis Really Juhad! {a.k.a. You've been Had by the Jew}

September 2007

Vandalism at Et:: ‘hayim Synagogue:

A large swastika 21 der the words "JEW FUCKER' was painted on the white expanse a he front of
the synagogue (122} Matheson Ave. E.} with the letters WTC undemeath. We believe the timing of
the incident to hirs » been quite deliberate as the "tag” was painted just before Saturd 2y morning
services, during the period of the High Holy Days.

Implication of the: ' ag™ the Jews are responsible for the World Trade Centre tragedy. This is an
extension of the * llacious conspiracy theory thal blamed Israel for the attacks or the WTC
and/or blamed Is & | and the Jews for having advance notice, saving the Jews and lsraeis and not
saving the Amerirz 1s. {See photos #3, p. 12 and #4, p. 13)

Manifestations of New Anitsemitism

“in each and every generation antisemitism tries to hide its ugly face behind various cisguises —
and hatred of the 8 ate of [srael is its current disguise."

Rabbi Michas! Melchior,

Danish-Norwegian Rabbi, Israeii politican,

Member of Israeli Knesset, Leader of Me mad Party

Introduction
It has been our e - rrience that whenever there is an escalation in the Arab-lsraeli conf iit, there is
a concomitant incie 1se in antisemitic vitriol an the internet, in the news, and in activity in Ninnipeg.
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[The correlation £= veen heightened conflictin the Middle East and increased antisemit = activity
is not limited to W ipeg butis a phenomenon felt throughout the Diaspora.)

With the beginning Jf the so-called "Second Intifada” (2000), the New Antisemitism™ has reared its
head in Winnipeg i~ a more audacious manner.

The following, wil most recent first, is a sampling of incidents, characteristic of the MNew
Anfisemitism, and & perienced in Winnipeg.

“New Anfisemitism: 2l araclerized by the Canadian Jewish Congress as “Contermporary Anlisemitisr 1, this new
manifestation of anti- Je wish hatred purports to be opposition to ZienismiState of Israel as a homeland for the Jews
However, itis, in fact 21 isemitism under the guise of anti-lsrael sentiment. 1115 this form of anfisemitism thi:l is used by
Islamists (Muslim Fin amentalists who believe thal Islam s a poliical system as well as a religicn) and that
demonizes lsrael as in partheid state, a Nazi state and lsraelis as Jewish Nazislocoupiers/colonialists

January 8, 2009
University of Mani oba: Muslim Student Association Display

January 8, 2009120 the day announced for a rally to support Israel’s right to defend herself during
"Operation Cast Le " in Gaza, the Muslim Student Association had a series of tables set up in
UMSU (the Studei Union Building) near the university bookstore. While information and anti-Israel
protest is an accr: able part of public discourse, a number of posters set up on display boards
behind the tables w zre anything but accepiable. We have included 3 images of unacce:table, i.e.
hate promoting (e ie using stereotypes that promulgate old canards) pesters in the appendices to
this report. These | olitical caricatures crossed the line between political satire and the propagation
of hate through vir llent anlisemitic imagery that is common in the Middle East media. (see Af
Hayat, one of the :ading daily pan-Arab newspapers, with a circulation of almost 300,000, for
example. For seriz of anti-Semitic cartoons in Palestinian Authority press, see www prrw.org.il or
www.memri.org |. ¥ e have also included a 41" poster, one that might be objectionable for some but
is not anti-Semitic ' /e have included it for comparison purposes.

While the Muslim & dent Association removed the posters, and could not identify the st.dent who
had displayed tre 1 there was never an official apology by them to the Jewish Students
Association. The ar versity administration was informed. there are investigations (on-ge ng) and a
policy of maintainin § a respectful environment is hopefully being introduced. Further, the Jewish
Federation of Winni eg did engage in conversation with the President of the University of Manitoba
and expressed our ears of an “lsrael Apartheid Week™. The upper level of University of Manitoba
administration wa: very sympathetic. Nonetheless, this was the first visible znd open
demonstration of Ih  new antisemitism anchored in so-called political rhetoric. (See phertos #5. p.
13, #5, p.14, #7, p 15 for posters considered fo be antisemitic. See photo #8, p. 16 which is
polilical satire and n ot considered to be antisemitic. )

2008-2009 Acaderr ¢ Year
Anti-Israel Speake s foment antisemitism on university campuses

A number of anti- s ael speakers were brought into all Winnipeg university campuses during the
course of 2008-200 Amang them, Jeff Halper. Halper, advertised as a “peace aclivist’ a Jewish
former professor zn - Israeli ciizen, came to Winnipeg as a part of a cross country tour sponsored
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by various ‘one-<! sle solutioners™. His talk "Towards Peace or Apartheid” in fact accusad lsrael of
being an apartli d state, accused Diaspora Jews of 'needing the idealized versior of Israel in
order 1o presers: Jewishness abroad”, and claimed that Israel is not nor should it e a Jewish
state. In a very ‘wisted way, Halper's lalk served fo foment some antisemitic fzeling in the
universities when he spoke and the perception of an unsafe environment for Jewish students.
(See both Aarcn Sorodzinsky's and Michael Schwartz submissions to CPCCA} No sfforts were
made by the pri® ssoriate or the university administration to bring in speakers to counter Halper's
allegations or 1 salance his view with an opposing view. Bringing in anti-Israel seakers has
become endem - o university life.

* 'One state soluticnr s~ those who believe that a single slate compnsing lsrael. the West Bank and Gaza as a single
state and Israelis vn  Palestinians the citizens of this state is the anly solution to the Arab-lsraeli ccaflict In other
words, [srael wouls ¢ ase to exist as a homeland for the Jews.

November 2007

Jewish Studens from Gray Academy harassed at university fair at Sturgeon Heigihts School
Grade 11 and 12 students from Gray Academy of Jewish Fducation attended a University Fair at
Sturgeon Heighls School in November, 2007, & keffiyeh-wearing Sturgeon Heights s/udent (self-
proclaimed forme Palestinian from Jerusalem) asked one of the Gray Academy students if she
was from lsrael -1 hich she was. Even though the two students agreed that they hope-! for peace,
another former > lestinian, the student’s cousin, overheard and began a series of taunts "Dirty
Jews". The situir in escalated: The Jewish students from Gray Academy had to run through a
gauntlet of coins | zing thrown at them, hearing cries of "Jews go back home" on the way back to
their school bus 1 addition, the bus was rocked by a group of students and a switzhblade was
brandished threzi ning the Jewish students. The Hate Crimes Unit was deployed anc a series of
talks occurred br een principals of the schools. Nonetheless, this was the first time an audacious
public demonstradi in of antipathy was manifested towards Jewish students by non-Jewish students
who were vocally infi-Israel in their taunts and visibly antisemitic by throwing coins - 1 reinforce-
ment of the "mcn y grubbing” stereotype of classical antisemitism, (Reported by Randa Spivak,
Source: www.qriv icademy ca, Date: November 22, 2007 reported in The Coordination Forum for
Countering  Am's 'mitism - 2008 Yearly Report hittp:iiwway antiseritism.or.ilfeng/ The
Coordination For 11 1 for Co008 Yearly Report - Overview and Trends.)

(Incident Report # 07-248-392)

October 2007

Jewish People ¢f Vote receive hate mail

A Jewish public ¢¢: ool teacher (Maples Collegiate) and well known Manitoba human richts activist
ﬂ rec ived 4 letter that began: h .. Alert your students that Palestine is no
longer on the wor | map couresy of the Neo Nazi Zionists in Israel " The letter aent on o
include chaice phr ses such as “..dare you sucker to kosher cocks”, "._miflions of & to “human
nights museurn” i ile poverty reigns..." " . Isragl uber alles. " " Hiller had the rignt fdea. ",

" Jews are goirg fo die..” efc. (see photo #9, p. 18] The incident was reported 1o the Hate
Crimes Unit. (Incidk nt Report #R07-14706)

Note: two other pio ninent members of the Jewish community received similar letters at sround the
same fime.



2006-2007 Acade tic Year

Anti-Israel bias i1 Conflict Resolution Courses promotes antisemitism

Menno Simons Co ege, a college of Canadian Mennonite University affiliated with the Liniversity of
Winnipeg. while - jowned for its Conflict Resolution studies, is also becoming renowned for anti-
Israel sentiment. | 2008, a Jewish student in an introductory course, withdrew from [ne course,
taught by an insl*. :tor who had volunteered for the Mennenite Central Committee and whose bias
proliferated the cla isroom. The course was based on the premise that Jews control the media. The
course was taug! enfirely from the “Palestinian” point of view. Fallacious statements of fact were
given to the studer s about Israel, such as:

« Jews' &' chrment to Palestine dates to the 1900's; » In 1948, Zionist leaders disagreed with the
amount ¢f and the British had mandated and declared war known as "War of Indepandence” or
olherwise ¢ iown as "The Catastrophe”. « Israelis buill up their military might for a few yzars backed
by the Biir h, « Because the Palestinians had no army at all, the Jews won easily {note here the
shift from 'sraeli” to “Jew’) 22% more han aflocated in the partiion plan; = lsraci passed an
‘shsentes roperty law” and gave the land to the Jewish National Fund whose job 1 is to creale
exclusive!y Jewish sefflements; + 4" Geneva Convenfion is constantly being wiolated oy the Jews:
+The Likuit sarty is carrying out an “apartheid” system, and +Powerful Jews confrol the media.

The textbook, en: led A Litfle Piece of Ground by Elizabeth Laird, was a novel writlen from the
point of view of ¢ beleaguered Palestinian feenager, and the discourse was so one sided yet
influential that tr= student began being taunted by some non-Jewish students and fell he had no
recourse but i v 1draw. An official complaint was made to the Dean of Menno Simers College at
the time but we were not informed of any action that was taken. However, appropriate
administrative con essions were made for the student,

May 10, 2004
Jewish Elementa y School receives letter threat
Shore Elementaiv School {Junior Kindergarten to Grade 6, now integrated into Gray /cademy of
Jewish Educatio 1) -eceived a letter threat. The contents of the letter are self-explanatory:
. Are y2i and yours safe? Your schools? (Star of David) + U.S.A, = (swastikz) Vile Nazi
Jews. 51z on - war criminal. Pop! - Jews foes in Nazi ovens. .."
The incident wasi 1 :ported tc the Hate Crimes Unit by Head of School, R, Paul. (no phot: available)
{Incident Report ¥ :04-93808)

January 10, 201)%
Canadian Museui 1 of Human Rights and Increased Antisemitism
In an ironic twis:, 2 museum that is to be the bastion of human rights has become the butt of
antisemitic rhetoric in the media and the lead fundraiser for the project has become the |arget of ad
hominem attacks. . couple of examples:
John Taylor, an ull eit notorious and likely not well individual, sends out emails to Premer Doer and
thousands of othar 5. Excerpts:
" .NDP = amier of Maniloba. Jewish bought and paid for stooge in Manitoba. ..
" Winnn g's nefarious Jews wil do anything for money Now they have as !ieir Stooge
and Bagr an too.. . This is their nefarious Jewish ways and their Jewish culture'] ]
‘Canadien Human Rights Museum' to cover up the garment industry financial raping..”
(see phole #10, p.19-25, of email correspondence) (Incident Report #R05-174.
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May 28, 2 109
After mecl 3 reports that the museum would need an additional 345M in grants. i sample of
an antiser itic blog note:
Wha is this museum for, a group of peaple who have done nothing but whine
51 d cry since the WW11" - Alecfed. on CBC biog, posted May 29

July 28, 2 109
CJOB rad > call in show with Geoff Currier. Caller at 20:53 into the recording is against the
museun < 3ying [he:
" betfs] it has more to do about the Holocaust; ...is there a person thare [on the
2 ard of Directors] whose last name isnt Weinstein..." [../...] "but thay'l buftd a
‘reakin 8200 million museum mostly for the Jews..."
1| sten to CD in pocket, at 20:53)

Recommendations

We believe that 1 e keys fo combating antiseritism are (1) education, {2) legislation and (3)
enforcement.
The following ed 1c sticnal initiatives are within the ambit of the federal govemment's powars:

{1) Educational || itiatives

1. Diversity rrogramming for
a. fcung children:
i, Federal government funding to encourage the development of material for
television; film and theatre through tax credits or enhanced grants
b. 71 -teens, tveens, teens
.. The development of non-traditional access points for diversity education,
eq. Music videos, arts in the schools grants
. Al programming:
i development grants for programs for parents of school age children to be
dispensed through the school system

2. Enhanced Human Rights and Holocaust Education
a. 2 er Human Rights and Holocaust Program
i.  Grants to promote growth of the program to include more public schools
i Promation of literary and arts prizes on appropriate themes

b 25T {Fighting Antisemitism Tegether) “Choose Your Yoice" program
i Grants to enhance program and make it accessible to more schools

3. Combatini New Antisemitism with Israel Awareness
a. D= welopment of programs for teachers and students on the Werld Democracies
iz uding the democratic underpinning of Israeli society and exposure to sulture

4. Civics Pio yram development
a. leching Canadian values to recent immigrants and their families: study of
go emment, individual rights and respansibilities, rules and laws necassary for
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n aintaining a safe society for diverse individuals and groups (perhass through
¢ izenship preparedness courses)

5. Conferir es
a. L. oking behind "political correctness” at the issues

6. Developr ient of National Charter of Student Rights for university students
a. & otionally and physically safe educational environment
b, p sventing professors/instructors from using the classroom as perscrial soapbox
fo - political views

(2) Hate Crime |« gislation
Background: Nct ne case of antisemitism has been brought by the Crown in Manitooa under the
Criminal Code’s p ovision 5.319 Public Incitement of Hatred {1) and

{2) Willfully Prori ing Hatred against an Identifiable Group.

a. Criminal Code (+.319,1 & 2} Recommendations:
1 Development of & coalition to examine and review legislation
¢ Review and revise the language of the code to ensure that the provisions are
effective (enforceable)and that the Crown can prosecute successf. ly.

b. Human Rights / ot and Human Rights Commission
1 Review provisions for burden of proof
¢ Revise legislation to ensure its applicability and effectivenass

¢. Hate on the Inie net
1. Development of an international board of inquiry into hate on the in-aret
¢ Development of legislation that would curtail the ability of service [roviders to
host hate sites and provide remedies

{3) Enforcemen

In Winnipeg, whi e there is @ unit known as a "hate crimes unit' in the Winnipeg Police Cervice: the
unit is not a stanid lone unit but is part of Major Crimes. After many discussions with oL cantact in
the unit, we were: . sked to put forward a request for a stand alone unit. We have been told by the
WPS that there iz not sufficient manpower to do proper investigation when warrani=d and in a
timely fashion. Fi thermore, cilies with populations less diverse have stand-alone units, In
addition, in our ex| erience, there has been a lack of communication between the Winn peq Police
Service, the RCM| and CSIS on hate-related matters and on intelligence about hate trimes and
dsotential hate crim .

Recommendations
1. ¢ provide for adequate funding of a proper, stand-alone hate crimes unit:
2. Tt investigate and reinforce strong and clear lines of communication arid authority
I ween the local and national police services and the intelligence servize.

*xr
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Photo/
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Teddy Eic ir wearing Kippah and Tallit with Swastika

Teddy Eiz ir gift box with Swastika and “Seig Hail” [sic]

Etz Chayi n Synagogue graffiti

Etz Chayi n Synagogue close up: “JEW FUCKER, Swastika, WTC
Poster ¢1 Iniversity of Manitoba: “The Genocide Goes On”
Poster ¢f 1assidic Jew pointing missile at Palestinian

Poster ¢f iwastika-bladed IDF helicopter bombing baby bottle

Non antis ‘mitic poster: political satire - gas station on Gaza border
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Photo ol | art of threatening letter to teacher
10. Email ccr espondence re: John Taylor missive to Hon, Gary Doer
1. CD: CJCE call-in show re: Cdn Museum of Human Rights

Page

10
"
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
pocket

11



Photo #1. Pag:: 10

ewish Teddy Bear with Swastika
'WPS Incident #R09-42983

uly 13, 2009
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Photo #2, Puge 11
Jewish Teddv Bear Gift Box
WPS Incident #R09-42083
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